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A FINAL FAREWELL TO BRIAN EIGHTEEN
1931 - 2015

BRIAN EIGHTEEN OBITUARY
ROY SHEPPARD

Brian Eighteen, aged 84, died at Easter after several years of poor health when he
was unable to be actively involved in collecting postcards and cigarette cards. Despite
this, he was still extremely interested in what was happening in the card collecting
world and particularly the Reading & District Cigarette Card & Postcard Club. Brian
will long be remembered by members of the Club for his outstanding service over
many years as Secretary and Chairman. With the enthusiastic support of the
members, Brian initiated the first Reading Club Annual Fair in 1992. This was initially
held at Bulmershe Leisure Centre, Woodley, with approximately 80 tables sold, and it
proved to be very successful. It was a major milestone in the fortunes and history of
the Club. This inspired Brian and the Fair Committee to move the venue for the next
few years to Loddon Vale Leisure Centre in Earley. It became finally established at the
current venue, the Rivermead Leisure Centre in Reading, where it has a huge
reputation as a ‘must go’ fair’. During the period under Brian’s leadership, the Fair
became, and still remains, the leading one day Club Card Fair in the country. The
club’s Annual Display Board Competition is held at the Fair and Brian enjoyed
entering both postcard and cigarette card display boards and created winning entries
on more than one occasion.
Most of Brian’s working life was spent in the milling and agricultural industry. A
large part of his life was spent working at both Sindlesham and Sandford Watermills
near his home at Winnersh. He worked on the accounts and sales side and visited the
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local farmers to buy grain and sell animal feedstuffs. Called up for National Service in
the late 1940s, Brian served in the Army and was based in Yorkshire.
For health reasons, Brian was forced to take early retirement in the late 1970s. At
that time, he became interested in old postcards of Reading, and the local areas, as
well as cards of agricultural interest. He had a particular interest in Harry Payne rural
art cards. He built-up a large collection focussing on Reading, especially cards
featuring watermills on the Thames and windmills. After joining the local Reading
Cigarette Card & Postcard Club, he became interested in cigarette cards and amassed
a significant collection with agriculture and countryside pursuits as a central theme.
Shortly after joining the club, Brian was elected to the Club Committee. He argued
passionately and worked strenuously for the successful development and progress of
the Club. Together with all his collecting interests, this became the focus of his life.
Brian loved visiting Card Fairs in the South and West of England. He had yearnings to
become a dealer one day but he never achieved this goal and he remained a
dedicated collector. Just a couple of weeks before he died, he was talking about the
great times, the many friends, and the enjoyment and pleasures that the hobby had
given to him.
Brian also enjoyed giving slide-shows and talks to the Reading Card Club, local
organisations, and social groups. His topics included “Watermills on the Thames”,
“Former Reading”, “Postcard Collecting”, “Agriculture”, etc. He was a wonderful
ambassador for the card collecting hobbies and will be sadly missed.
After Brian resigned from the Committee, the Reading Club made an annual award
in his honour (he had already been created a Life Member), called “The Brian
Eighteen Award”, which is presented annually to the member who has contributed
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the most to the running of
the club during the current
and previous years; current
Committee Members are
excluded.
Brian also founded the
Winnersh Local History
Society which prospered
under his leadership but his
failing health forced him to
retire from the Society.
Brian will be sadly missed,
and long remembered by
those who knew him for all his strenuous work, personal endeavours, and unstinting
enthusiasm for the world of cards and his interest in ephemera associated with
Reading and agriculture.
Brian is survived by his son, Stephen, and daughter, Frances, with 5 grandchildren
and 2 great grandchildren. Our thoughts and condolences go out to them.
EDITORIAL FOOTNOTE: Brian's funeral was well attended by club members who
came to pay their respects. Over twenty members were present and a reception was
held at Sindlesham Mill where Brian had worked for many years. The reception area
had been decked-out as one huge Exhibition, in honour of his memory, using a large
number of his past Display Boards. Brian's family, who were very supportive of his
hobby interests, arranged this as a
demonstration of his creative input into
the card collecting hobby over the years. It
is a measure of his pride in his Display
Board achievements that they were all
carefully stored and not dismantled as is
usually the case. There was also a special
display in honour of Brian on the Entrance
Table at this year's Rivermead Card Fair
which attracted the attention of many of
the attendees. As I was positioned next to
this display, I overheard many touching
remarks about Brian from those who had
known him and there is no doubt that he
has left a significant legacy to the hobby.
Where, for instance, would the Rivermead
Fair be without him and his determination
to make it the success it is today ?
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EXTENDED CLUB NIGHT NEWS
ROY SHEPPARD (ILLUSTRATIONS BY THE EDITOR)
The meeting at Charvil Village Hall
on February 12th was a well
constructed power point presentation
with sound effects and scene phasing
by guest speaker Tony King entitled
“Hollywood to Broadway”. He told the
story of his train journey, 5 years ago,
across America. Starting at Los
Angeles and taking in Hollywood, with
a short history of the growth of the
film industry. He included various
silent and Hollywood era movie stars before riding the scenic coastal train to San
Francisco. A short tour of San Francisco ensued. It 'took-in' the famous bridge and
the recent replacement bridge, Fisherman’s Wharf, and the formidable island prison
Alcatraz. The journey across America was taken via five different train companies
which had Pullman style daytime/sleeping accommodation, dining coaches, and
upstairs observation cars (a contrast to British Rail!). This enabled Tony to enjoy the
ever-changing scenery with the various landscapes including mountains, gorges,
deserts, and farmlands.
On the journey, Tony introduced short historical anecdotes and pictures about the
railway systems. He showed us the magnificent palace-like station interiors of the
main stations which are still elegantly maintained. American passenger trains are of
secondary importance to freight trains apparently. The journey took 15 days, with
short breaks en route, and eventually arrived in New York and Broadway. This was
definitely not a holiday
picture show but more
of
an
enjoyable
documentary of the
historical growth of the
trans-America railways
and
today’s
travel
system. The evening
then concluded with
refreshments followed
by the One Card
Competition and popular
raffle. Trading carried-on
during free moments.
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The annual Six Card Competition (with four sections) was held at Jubilee Hall,
Charvil, on February 26th. Members were invited to submit six cards on any topic
beginning with the letter “J”. The entries were secretly voted on by all the members
present. The entrants were then asked to give a short explanation about their
displays.

Six Card Competition Winners: 26-02-15

Postcards: John Cahill ..........“Japanese Woodblock Cards”
Cigarette / Trade cards : Derek Davis ....................“Joking”
Mixed (Post/Cig/Trade cards): Mike Lee ...."Amy Johnson”
Ephemera : Graham Wright .................... "John Bull Tyres”
April 9th, at Charvil Village Hall, saw the ever-popular Member’s Quarterly Auction
of 105 lots. It consisted of cigarette cards, a smaller quantity of postcards, and a few
items of ephemera. The cigarette cards sold well, but not at high prices, while a
scarce photographic postcard of the interior of the Wesleyan church in Maidenhead
sold for £12. An uncommon postcard riverside scene at Marlow c.1910, published by
Louis Levy, fetched £16. The next auction is on July 23rd at the Jubilee Hall in Charvil.
Members of the public are always invited to sell-off any unwanted vintage postcards
or cigarette cards in these auctions.
April 23rd saw club member,
Trevor Cornford, give a talk and
display of postcards and related
ephemera about Captain Scott’s
1901-04 “Discovery” Expedition to
the South Pole. Trevor outlined the
formation of the Expedition as being
primarily one of a scientific and
exploratory nature but also to register Great Britain’s territorial interest in the
Antarctic region. It was jointly funded by the Royal Geographical Society and the
Royal Navy. It was agreed that Scott, a Royal Navy officer, should command the
Expedition and have overall command of the scientific team members. The crew,
who were not all Royal Navy personnel, were drawn from the Merchant Navy or
were private seamen.
The “Discovery” was a Dundee ship, specially built for Arctic Expeditions, and cost
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£51,000 (£4.3 million today). It
set sail, in August 1901, from
the Isle of Wight. After an
overhaul and re-stocking of
supplies, the Discovery left New
Zealand on 21st December
1901. She arrived at the 'Winter
Quarters' on February 8th
where she remained ice-bound
for two years. During this time, scientific surveys and exploration expeditions were
undertaken. Re-supplying the "Discovery" was undertaken by the relief ship
“Morning”, in January 1903, with the hope that the "Discovery" could be freed and
returned but she still remained stuck in the ice for another year. In January 1904, the
“Morning” and the “Terra Nova” rescue ships returned and, with the help pf
explosive charges and a sudden break in the weather, the "Discovery" was freed. On
February 17th, she set-out on the return voyage and arrived in England on 18th
September, 1904.
Fascinating though all this was, equally interesting was Trevor’s account of his
search, over the last 30 years, for Scott-related original material with letters from
other crew members proving difficult to find. The original documents and official
papers are impossible to obtain as they are held in the archives of the Royal
Geographical Society and other august bodies. A lot of Trevor’s material was sourced
over many years via his string of book dealer contacts and auction houses. Also being
in the right place at the right time, good luck, and chance played a big part!
May 14th, at Charvil Village Hall, heralded the long awaited talk by club member
Neil Baldry. He gave a power point presentation about “Thames Boatyards”. Neil’s
talk began with Salter's Steamer Boatyard at Oxford. He outlined a brief history, with
timetables and postcards, of the boatyard’s earlier days when the primary
undertaking were river boat excursions coupled with a daily return service
downstream to and from Hampton. Mention was made of Wallingford, Henley, and
Wargrave together with Peter Freebody’s Boatbuilding and Restoration Yard.
Downstream to Marlow and Bourne End, the Andrews, Townsend, and Hepworth
Boatbuilding Yards were then
examined. Neil recounted the
various boats in which each
yard tended to specialize. We
then sailed-on downstream to
Turk’s Boatyard at Cookham
which is famed for its
importance at the time when
'Swan-upping' occurs and, of
course, the paintings of Sir Stanley Spencer.
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Arriving at Maidenhead, Neil recounted his working life spent working on small
riverboats, building and renovating them, mainly at Bushnell’s Yard. He described the
fire that destroyed one of the boat houses. Other boat building businesses also
suffered similar fates which was not uncommon considering the highly flammable
materials that were used such as wood, glue, and varnish. Quickly, the journey
continued to Bray, Windsor, Staines, and finally Hampton. We were all rapidly
transported, during the space of an hour, to a previous age when the river was a
place to lazily languish and enjoy. A contrast to today's vast population of glass fibre
cabin cruisers. Neil was thanked for, once again, entertaining the members to
reminiscences of a bygone period and Geoff Ashton was thanked for putting the
postcard slideshow together in such a 'ship-shape' fashion!

At June 11th at Charvil Village Hall club member,Geoff Ashton, gave a power
point presentation on “Postcards from Paris”, with the focus on the French postcard
publisher, Louis Levy, and starting with the Paris Exhibition of 1889. The Paris
Exhibition was held to commemorate the centenary of the French Revolution and
covered a vast area of what was then largely undeveloped land. It was transformed
into a mass of halls devoted to individual countries and industries; showing the
buildings and lifestyle of many different countries. The Eiffel Tower was specifically
designed and built for the Exhibition as a temporary structure but has now become
an iconic symbol of Paris. The site covered an area of 1 square kilometre with its own
train system. Over 32 million visitors attended the 6 month Exhibition.
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Following on from the Exhibition, Geoff described the layout of Paris into 18
‘arrondisements’ or city areas. These, over time, expanded beyond the original city
walls and gateways and there development was traced using the postcards.
Transport on the river Seine, trams, railways, and the construction of the Metro
Underground were beautifully captured by the postcard publishers. The leisure
activities of Parisians were illustrated and these ranged from horse riding,
promenading, to playing boules. Life in the city could not be maintained without the
support of trades, shops, restaurants, and manufacturing industries. Great use was
made of the barges and waterways to transport bulky items. Geoff concluded his talk
and show with an, as yet, unsolved mystery of the exact location of the premises and
printing works of Louis Levy. One of the most prolific 'LL' postcard view publishers,
they appear to have failed to produce one postcard view (as yet undiscovered)
showing their premises and exact
location! It was a fascinating
presentation about a topic beyond
our shores.
Finally, the Club’s highlight event
of the year took place at Reading's
Rivermead Leisure Centre on
Sunday, June 21st. With an
attendance of over 500 collectors of
postcards and cigarette cards, the
Club fair organisers were delighted
with its popularity and the
RICHARD HOPES HIS RADIOACTIVE SHIRT
enthusiastic positive comments that
WILL DETER SHIPPING COLLECTORS FROM
abounded from dealers and
collectors. There were even visitors
INTRUDING ON HIS HUNTING PATCH !
from the USA ...... a third
consecutive annual visit (with a
promise to come again next
year!). Australia was
also
represented together with our
regular visitor from Inverness and
visitors from many parts of the
UK. There was a ‘buzz’ of
excitement and optimism in the
hall throughout the day.
The club simultaneously held
the annual Display Board
Competition at the Fair. The three
JOHN CAHILL WONDERS WHERE ALL THE
different classes were judged by
SWEETS HAVE GONE !
120 viewers.
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AND THE YEAR 2015 WINNERS WERE :1) POSTCARD SECTION:FIRST PRIZE: Roy Sheppard with “Country Crafts”.
SECOND PRIZE: Ken Townsend with “Steamers of Reading”.
THIRD PRIZE: Coral Print with “Amy Johnson”.

2) CIGARETTE / TRADE CARD SECTION:FIRST PRIZE: Roy Hathaway with “As you like it”.
SECOND PRIZE: Roy Hathaway with “Cock & Hen”.
THIRD PRIZE: Coral Print with “J & P Coats” (cotton & thread)

3) MIXED CLASS SECTION (Post/Cig/Trade Cards):FIRST PRIZE: Derek Davis with “Close Run Thing” (Battle of Waterloo)
SECOND PRIZE: Roy Hathaway with “Rapunzel”.
THIRD PRIZE: John Cahill with “Circus”.
The prize winners were awarded their prizes in the hall by
the Club President, Ken Hussey. Next year’s Fair is scheduled
for the 19th June, 2016, at the same venue (Rivermead
Leisure Centre).
June 25th was an opportunity for members to relax and
study the Display Boards from the Annual Competition in
more detail. Exhibitors explained their chosen topics and any
particular cards that they found interesting. This was a very
entertaining evening which concluded with the usual Single
Card Competition, in four classes, and the topic was, not
surprisingly, ”Award”.
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LOST EMPIRES
CLIFF MADDOCK

When I was a boy, in the mid-twentieth
century, it was still taught that a large
proportion of the world map was shaded
pink to indicate that Britain still had an
Empire; albeit, by then, rapidly shrinking
to a rump commonwealth of nations.
Indeed, I remember our school flag being
th
hoisted, on 24 May, to commemorate
Empire Day and I seem to recall that a
half-day holiday might also have been
granted.When I began my train-spotting days in about 1950 (of course it should be
loco-spotting), my 'stamping ground' was the West Coast Main Line, north of Crewe,
where all the crack ex- L.M.S. locomotives could stretch their 'legs' on the Cheshire
Plain before tackling the hills of the north.
Amongst those top-link locomotives was a class totalling 191 known by the class
title of 'Jubilee'; having been designed by William Stanier, in 1934, after his move
from the G.W.R. To celebrate the forthcoming Silver Jubilee of the reign of King
George V, in 1935, each engine was
given a name. A total of 105 of these
names celebrated all those countries
which made-up our glorious Empire.
The remainder of the 191 locomotives
carried names of British sea-heroes of
the past 400 years (Nelson, Drake,
Beatty, etc), while others carried the
names of mythical heroes such as Ajax, Leander, Colossus, etc. There are still several
of this class of locomotive which can be seen on our preserved railways and,
occasionally, on main line excursions; No. 45596 'Bahamas', No. 45690 Leander, and
45699 'Galatea' spring to mind. One of the class (No. 45637 'Windward Islands') was
completely wrecked in the Harrow & Wealdstone rail disaster of 1952. (I have used
the post-1948 British Railways numbering as that is how I remember them. Until
1948, the locomotives did not carrying the prefix '4').
Throughout my life, those 'strange-sounding names' of far-away countries such as
'Straits Settlements' and 'Bihar and Orissa' have fascinated me and helped me in my
understanding of world geography. Which brings me to cigarette cards. Despite their
humble rating in retail value and 'popularity stakes', I have always liked the pre-war
albums which were issued by the major companies to accommodate a full set of
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(usually) fifty cards. Practically all cigarette-card
collectors will have them or, at least, know of them:
'Air Raid Precautions', 'Hints on Association Football',
'Film Stars', 'Radio Personalities', etc. I hardly give them
a second glance nowadays when I see them for sale;
sometimes at ridiculously high prices from traders who
either don’t know their true value or are hoping for an
equally un-informed buyer.
But, just recently, I acquired an album which I had not
previously seen and which I was quick to acquire for a
very modest sum. It was issued in 1934, by Churchman,
to hold the set of 50 cards carrying the title 'The History
and Development of the British Empire'. Again,
presumably, to commemorate, in the forthcoming year, the Silver Jubilee of King
George V and the Empire of which he was head. Compared with some of
Churchman's sets which are in dull monochrome, this set is in vibrant full colour and
each card depicts two scenes relating to 50 countries, or territories, in the Empire.
The top section of each card carries a photograph of a major building or landmark in
that country whilst the lower part of each card is a
painting of some incident in the history of that country
or territory.
The texts originally carried on the back of the cards
are reproduced in the album since the original text on
the back of each card would be invisible when the card
was affixed. The language used in the texts suggests
that there is no reason why the 'status quo' of 'empire'
should not continue into the foreseeable future. The
texts employ words which would, nowadays, be found
unacceptable and, indeed, which Britain as a nation
now strongly opposes; words such as "the colony was
taken-over by the Crown", and "Sarawak was ceded to
a British officer" and, again, "British officers visited the
King (of Ceylon) who was deported" or "On the
outbreak of war, in 1914, the island (Cyprus) was
annexed". Interestingly, we tend to think of the British
Empire being assembled in the mid-nineteenth-century
reign of Queen Victoria but the cards indicate that
many 'possessions' were still being acquired up to the 1920s.
I am delighted to have found and acquired another album for my collection and
hope that there may be one or two other albums still out there which I require to
complete 'a full set'. I know of one which I certainly need: 'Radio Favourites' issued
by John Sinclair in 1934. Can anyone oblige?
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ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
JAN 8

FEB 26

MAR 12

MAR 26

ATTENDANCE

28

JAN 22

24

FEB 12

28

25

27

27

COMPETITION
WINNERS:CIGARETTE
TRADE
POSTCARD
EPHEMERA

CP
CP
CP
CF

CP
CF
JC
CP

?
?
?
?

DD
DD
CP
MC

CF
CP
MH
MC

CF
CF
MC
MC

ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL
DG = DAVID GERKEN KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND
JJ = JENNY JERRUM CF = CHRISTINE FREWIN MC=MIKE COMPTON
GA = GEOFF ASHTON VP/JP = VERA & JOHN PALMER
BR = BARBERA REID GA = GARY ARKELL
BRYAN INFLICTS ANOTHER JOKE ON THE
AUDIENCE WHILE CORAL & CHRISTINE
SHARE A QUIET MOMENT. THE BRIAN
EIGHTEEN DISPLAY IS IN THE
FOREGROUND.
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ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
APR 9

APR 23

MAY 28

JUN 11

JUNE 25

ATTENDANCE

37

25

MAY 14

24

25

25

25

COMPETITION
WINNERS:CIGARETTE
TRADE
POSTCARD
EPHEMERA

DD
DD
MC
JC

?
?
?
?

DD
MC
MC
CF

DD
CF
BW
CP

MC
MH
MC
MC

DD
MC
CF
CP

ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL
DG = DAVID GERKEN KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND
JJ = JENNY JERRUM CF = CHRISTINE FREWIN MC=MIKE COMPTON
GA = GEOFF ASHTON VP/JP = VERA & JOHN PALMER
BR = BARBERA REID GA = GARY ARKELL
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

8

23rd JULY: MEMBER'S AUCTION. Competition Theme: SUPPLY (J)

2822613th AUGUST: OPEN FORUM + BRING & SHOW. Com. Theme: SPEECH (C)

27th AUGUST: NO MEETING
10th
SEPTEMBER:
ECCENTRIC
LONDON (Part 1) Alan Copeland. Theme: BYWAY (C)
6thM
24th SEPTEMBER: MEMBERS GENERAL DEALING. Competition Theme: MONEY (J)
8th OCTOBER: SHIPS TO THE ISLANDS Richard Howarth. Com. Theme: SAIL (C)
22nd OCTOBER: BRING & CHAT ABOUT FINDS. Competition Theme: POP (J)

2224th

FURTHER INFO: CONTACT BRYAN CLARK (Club Secretary) 0118 948 1350.
All are warmly welcome to our lively and friendly meetings.

URGENT REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR: Contributions, however small, are
now urgently required. Articles, reviews, personal reflections, card
discoveries, and local Collector Fair news are always welcome. Please bring
your contributions along to the meetings and pass them onto me, the
Editor, or send them to me via email at: johndevaney222@btinternet.com
Or by post to: JOHN DEVANEY,
10 YELVERTON ROAD, WHITLEY,
READING, RG2 7SU.
I can also be contacted on 0118 9752553 or by telepathy. Thank you.
CLUB AUCTIONS: CONTACT RICHARD HOWARTH
Telephone: 0118 9794459.
Unwanted collectables are always welcome (20p per Lot to
club members). Contact Richard or bring items to meetings.
Contact Richard or bring along to club meetings. This is an
easyfurther
way to Reading
sell yourCard
postcards;
trade cards;
cards;
For
Club details
pleasecigarette
send a SAE
to:and
assorted
ephemera.
BRYAN CLARK, 14 TOWER CLOSE, EMMER GREEN,
READING, RG4 8UU.
Email: bc975@aol.com
Tel: 0118 948 1350
Or visit our website: www.readingpostcards.com
“On the Cards” is published by Reading & District
Cigarette Card & Postcard Club.

PRINTED BY CAMPBELL PRINTERS OF READING.
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THAT'S ALL FOLKS !

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER !!

