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ROY'S CLUB NIGHT REVIEW
ROY SHEPPARD

The evening of November 14th, at
Charvil Village Hall, was the Quarterly
Club Auction for members. This
consisted of a total of 110 Lots; a
diverse mixture of cigarette and trade
cards,
postcards,
and
other
miscellaneous items of ephemera.
The cigarette card/trade card Lots sold
well, enabling many members to buy
items at realistic prices. The postcards
were rather sparse in numbers. The
postcard highlights were three single
card lots; two of which were different
views of Woodley Aerodrome (now a
housing estate since the 1970’s!) which fetched £18 and £20. A printed
postcard of West End Road, Waltham St. Lawrence, fetched £30 on its
rarity value. The evening concluded with the traditional raffle, One
Card Competition, and refreshments.
Club Speaker, Trevor Cornford, is a
specialist collector of Scott of the
Antarctic memorabilia and on
November 28th, at Charvil's Jubilee
Hall, Trevor brought along 'the tip of
the iceberg' of his collection (Groan!
And I thought Derek's puns were bad!!
- Ed). This included signed postcards
and correspondence from members
of the ill-fated Expedition. Trevor had
postcards of the trials of the
expedition’s mechanised transport, in
Norway, which failed to measure-up
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to what was realistically required for life in the Antarctic.
Trevor explained the importance of their need to raise funding
which came from many of the expeditions equipment and rations
suppliers (including Huntley & Palmers). A series of Support Stations
for the outward and return journeys had to be established in advance.
Unfortunately,
the
proposed start date
was
delayed
and
scientific studies made
en route slowed their
progress. This enabled
Amundsen, and his
Norwegian team, to
successfully win the
race to the South Pole.
Captain Scott relied on
man-power to haul
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sledges to reach the Pole and to make the fatal return journey; had he
used dogs then polar history may have been very different.
It was a fascinating, and long-awaited, presentation. Time did not
permit Trevor to give anything more than a glimpse of a tiny part of his
personal collection and extensive knowledge of the topic but the
members were totally absorbed in the talk. We look forward to a
future 'Part Two'!
EDITOR'S NOTE: This review has been illustrated by a series of
modern postcard reproductions of original photographs taken during
the 1911-1913 Captain Scott Antarctic Expedition (Entitled "The Quest
for The South Pole" issued by RGS / Pomegranate Postcards). The
"Terra Nova" can be seen in the background of some of these
evocative, ice-shrouded, images.

CAPTAIN SCOTT IN HIS DEN
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RETURN TO THE LAND OF THE GIANTS
CLIFF MADDOCK

In "Natter" No. 32 (October 1990), I reported on a visit to the ‘National
Railway Museum on Tour’ event held in what was left of the former Swindon
works of the Great Western Railway; before the complex was destroyed and
turned into a shopping centre. Then in "Natter" No. 60 (December 2002), I
reported on a return visit to Swindon to savour the then new ‘Steam’
Museum housed in the one remaining shop of the former works. Now,
amazingly, 23 years after the first article and 11 years after the second one,
the time is opportune for me to report on a third visit to ‘The Land of Giants’.
This time, the visit was to the National Railway Museum in York.
Question: The reason? Answer: 'The Great Gathering’, during 2013, of six
remaining examples of the famous ‘A-4’ class of locomotive. These were
designed in the 1930s, for the express passenger services of the London &
North Eastern Railway, by the renowned designer Sir Nigel Gresley and his
dedicated, but un-sung, team of draughtsmen at Doncaster works.
This is the first time that six such
‘identical’ locomotives have been
gathered together (Illustration No.1);
perhaps not since the glory days of
steam traction when ‘top sheds’,
such as King’s Cross and Haymarket,
ILLUSTRATION No.1
were home to a stable of such
engines. This event was particularly notable for the fact that two of the
assembled six locomotives were shipped-in from their museum locations in
Canada and America. They had been despatched there as national gestures
of goodwill on the demise of steam traction in the 1960s.
This assembly of locomotives will remain in Britain until February 2014. The
individual locomotives will then be dispersed back to their permanent
‘homes’. The two ‘imported’ locomotives are not in a condition which allows
them to be steamed but they have been lovingly restored externally, by
dedicated teams of British enthusiasts, as they were in a somewhat ‘tired’
state when they arrived. The remaining four locomotives, which have
remained on British soil/tracks since their ‘retirement’, are in generally good
condition and see regular use on the main and preserved lines of Britain.
The names of the six locomotives are "Mallard"; "Sir Nigel Gresley";
"Bittern"; "Union of South Africa"; "Dominion of Canada"; and "Dwight D.
Eisenhower". At the museum gathering, the six were seen in various liveries
and appearances. Some appeared in pre-war ‘Garter Blue’ while others were
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in British Railways ‘Brunswick Green’. Some had valances over the driving
wheels; some without. What a magnificent sight!
I had the privilege of sitting in the driving seat of "Union of South Africa"
(the queue to visit the footplate of "Mallard" was too long!). I also
experienced 'The Simulator’ which conjured up the sights, sounds, and
rocking motion of the "Mallard" as she set-up the world speed record for
steam of 126mph on 3rd July 1938. The speed record took place on Stoke
Bank, between Peterborough and Grantham, and The Simulator allowed me
to watch driver, Joe Duddington, as he was given the ‘right of way’ from the
boffins in the Dynamometer Car behind the locomotive. With a ‘thumbs-up’
sign, Joe turned his cap ‘back-to-front’ to minimise wind resistance, turned
the reversing screw to ‘maximum forward cut-off’ and turned his eye to the
‘road’ ahead. Then we were able to watch the delight of the boffins as they
jumped into the air and shook hands when they knew they ‘had’ the record.
What a thrill!
The record run of "Mallard", being exactly 75
years ago last year, was an extra reason to pay
tribute to this class of locomotive and
especially to "Mallard" herself. The record run
was not without its down-side, however, as the
locomotive ran a ‘hot box’ (overheated
bearing) and had to limp into shops for repair
afterwards. But that was a minor detraction
ILLUSTRATION No.2
from a magnificent achievement (Illustration
No.2 is a 1938 Art Deco style rendering of the record-breaking "Mallard"
taken from the Phil Marsh Collection - Full Steam Ahead Ed).
The mid-late 1930s were, of course, the great days of renewed rivalry
between the West Coast route and the East Coast route; a rivalry which
exists, to some extent, to this very day. In order to woo passengers onto what
could be a boring long journey between the South of England and Scotland
(and vice versa), the companies strove to increase speeds and to create an
impression of speed by streamlining their locomotives and trains. They also
provided sumptuous on-board services such as catering, hair-dressing
saloons, cinema vans, smoking lounges, and observation cars.
This eventually led to streamlining of the 'A-4' locomotive class to haul the
new 1935 "Silver Jubilee" train and its successor "The Coronation". The train
was originally painted entirely silver and the first group of locomotives all
carried ‘silver’ names such as "Silver Jubilee"; "Silver King"; "Silver Fox"; and
"Quicksilver" (No "Hi-Ho Silver" then ? - Lone Ranger Ed). Later locomotives
received the names of birds; hence "Mallard"; "Osprey"; "Golden Eagle"; etc.
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The West Coast rivals, the
L.M.S. railway, introduced their
own streamlined train, "The
Coronation Scot", with full
streamlining of locomotive,
tender, and coaches. Their
locomotive streamlining was
more ‘bulbous’ than Gresley’s
ILLUSTRATION No.3
design but, nevertheless, the
L.M.S. briefly held the speed record. It reached 114 mph, between Stafford
and Crewe, which, again, nearly ended in disaster as the train met the acute
reverse curves on the approaches to Crewe and had to brake severely. The
companies also engaged in rivalry to establish ‘non-stop’ journey records; the
title floating from East-to-West routes and back again several times. The
approach of World War Two put a stop to all such performances.
What of the record of these
events handed down to us on
cigarette cards?
Churchman’s "Landmarks in
Railway Progress" (1931) was
issued too early to illustrate these
record events but was able to
register several of the non-stop
records set up in 1929. Wills’
ILLUSTRATION No.4
"Railway Engines" (1936), again, was too early for the speed record but
recorded the feat of "Papyrus" achieving 108mph, early in 1935, as well as
the streamlined "Silver Link" reaching 112mph six months later (Illustration
No.3). Similarly, Ogden’s "Modern Railways" (1936) has a card featuring the
LMS "Silver Jubilee" locomotive; specially out-shopped in a black and silver
livery. Although issued too early to commemorate the record runs, this
Ogden set has a card depicting the streamlined LNER "Silver Jubilee".
Gallaher's "Trains of the World"
(1937) contains a reasonable
number of famous British trains
but only manages to squeeze-in
the streamlined "Silver Jubilee"
as the penultimate card in the
series (Illustration No.4).
Carreras ‘Turf’ set of "British
ILLUSTRATION No.5
Railway Locomotives" (1952)
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was a pale shadow of the prewar quality but had some years
of hindsight to ensure a place for
a streamlined ‘A-4’ and a destreamlined’ LMS "Princess
Coronation" type (Illustration
No.5). The Mills (Amalgamated
Tobacco)
set
of
"British
ILLUSTRATION No.6
Locomotives" (1961) was able to
include no less than three examples of an 'A-4' locomotive including
"Mallard" and "Silver Link" (Illustration No.6). It also included a rather
confusing card of a B.R., ex-LMS, non-streamlined "Duchess" type of
locomotive hauling the "Royal Scot" train.
And what of my favourite railway set? It must be Wills’ "Railway
Equipment" (1938) which does manage to depict an 'A-4' although the main
thrust of the card is towards the turntable on which it is placed. The
locomotive depicted is "Silver
Fox" which, by that time, had
been repainted in 'Garter Blue'.
It still showed the wheel
valances which were removed
to assist maintenance during the
war and never replaced on
survivors until the preservation
ILLUSTRATION No.7
era (Illustration No.7).
The locomotives, trains, and events are also well-documented on railway
postcards of which more anon. I could devote another article to the delights
of the city of York which were also enjoyed during my visit to ‘The Land of
Giants.’

A FEW WEIRD DOGGIES FOR KEN & MARGARET!

A WOODBINE WOOFER c1940

TIBETAN TERRIER (Sinclair)
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO TRADE BOOKLETS
MIKE TUBB

I am sure that most of you, at sometime, have come across what I am
going to call for the purpose of this article 'Trade Booklets'. I have quite a
few in my collection from various manufacturers. The purpose of this short
article is to indicate to you the thematic diversity of these promotional
booklets. You may wish to add to this list as it is not, by any means,
comprehensive. The examples illustrated were issued by Chase & Sanborn,
Colman’s Mustard, and Clark’s ONT Cotton. I also have some specimens
from Church & Dwight and the Singer Sewing Company. Singer Cards have
now become a speciality of mine so any unusual examples of these, or
information relating to them, would be gratefully received. Thank you.
ASSORTED TRADE BOOKLET TITLES
North American Animals/Birds
Butterflies of America
The History of Our American Flag
(Endorsed by Kate Smith)
The History of the American Flag
Epochs of United States History
The Story of the Pilgrim Fathers
Colman’s Mustard
Alfred the Great
Bonnie Princess
Little Naturalist
The Pied Piper of Hamlyn
Songs of the Empire
New Recipes and Others
(Selected from Old English Cookery Books)
Clark’s ONT Cotton
Bye a Baby Bunting and Other Rhymes
Grandmother’s Story
Little Bo-Peep and Other Jingles
Rhyme & Reason by Palmer Cox
Rhymes for all Times
Rock a Bye Baby and Other Rhymes
The Bad Boy and O.N.T.
The Hunters Three
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IS BAMFORTH SAUCE TOO 'HOT' FOR PUBLIC TASTE ?

JOHN DEVANEY
Scanning through a 2011 (7th April) BBC Digital News Report, I came
across an amusing piece on how the prudish protectors of public
decency at the Royal Mail actually banned the use of saucy postcard
images as stamp designs. The designs were intended to be a part of a
limited edition of 200 stamp sets, entitled "The Smilers", celebrating a
century of cards. Unfortunately, the Royal Mail failed to see the funny
side of the saucy postcard imagery and deemed these bawdy
expressions of social history as being too offensive to be 'exposed' to
the world at large.
The Leeds firm of Bamforth had, apparently, already agreed to allow
ten 1910 examples of their vintage cartoons to be issued as
customized stamps. The partial nudity displayed in seven of these
cartoons was considered unfit for public consumption. Ian Wallace, the
Bamforth Chairman, was quoted as saying: "This is social history and
that point seems to be totally lost on the Royal Mail!"
The Royal Mail would appear to be oblivious to the cultural
importance and popularity of this mild form of decadent art for the
masses. Only a year earlier, many of the Bamforth postcard images
were re-launched to celebrate the centenary of the firm; appearing on
mouse-mats, mugs, and various forms of 'slap-and-tickle' underwear
(although Bamforth condoms were probably too much of a passionkiller!). The lucky Chairman had 50,000 postcard images to choose
from; his fancy must have been well and truly tickled.
The intrinsic charm of these cards is largely due to the 'nudge nudge
wink wink' crassness of the big-bosomed belly-laugh humour which
had its 19th century origins in
vaudeville and early music hall
entertainment. The sexual politics,
courtship customs, and 'chasing
away the chastity' exploits, boldly
illustrated on these cards, are a true
reflection of a more innocent age.
They play with rudeness but never
ILLUSTRATION No.1
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quite descend into outright lewdness. They tread a fine line to keep on
the right side of respectability and they only trip-up when their pants
fall down! It's all about frilly nightgown frolics and a bit of slapstick
sensuality on the side. A 'carry on' card culture of farcical titillation.
The absurdist caricatures of The Drunken Womanizer who 'can't get
it up', The Mountainous Missus with her diminutive thick-spectacled
hubby, and the befuddled boys bewitched by the double-meaning
inklings of carnal desire are just as relevant
now as they were back in the 'what the
butler saw' days. Sadly, glum-faced political
correctness and misplaced accusations of
sexism keep trying to spoil the seaside fun.
Why must we feel ashamed to indulge in
ILLUSTRATION No.2
such 'guilty pleasures'? It is the spice to life!
Finally, for those who remain unconvinced of the value of this figleafed art form, here are a few examples from "The Bamforth Archive
of Original Art for Postcards Sale" at Christies, London, which was held
on the 17th February 1994. The nudist image on the previous page was
pencilled by Arnold Taylor who was a prolific Bamforth comic postcard
artist (Illustration No.1). The caption on the back of the sketch reads:
"Can't understand anyone being so mad about sport!" and "New
members aren't usually so interested in TV!" (Illustration No.2). You
can also see a 1967 'Disapproval' stamp, by the Blackpool Postcard
Censorship Board, who were obviously not amused. Almost half a
century later and body-phobia sensibilities don't seem to have
changed that much (at least where the Royal Mail is concerned). A
naughty-but-nice example of
one of Arnold's postcards,
which escaped the nudist camp
censor, is the E.T. card shown in
Illustration No.3 (Bamforth
No.585.). You would have to be
from another planet not to see
the humour. Royal Mail beware
ILLUSTRATION No.3
.... the nudes are watching you!
PAGE 11

THE BISCUIT FACTORIES OF READING
PAULINE DOBSON

(BASED ON EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN PAULINE AND MIKE
TUBB ON THE SUBJECT OF SERPELLS BISCUIT FACTORY IN READING)
Your
question
about the location of
Serpells, the Reading
biscuit factory, is
interesting as I had
often
wondered
about that myself.
So, as a former
Reference Librarian, I
decided to consult
Google. The location
of Serpells, in 1904, at the time of the fire depicted in the Reading
Standard card shown, was South Street. On checking the street along
the rear of Kendrick School (thank goodness they are still at their
original location) the street is, in fact, South Street; so they must have
rebuilt the factory. Apparently, Huntley & Palmers sent their own fire
fighters to help put out the blaze! I don't know when the Serpells
factory actually closed down. They were still in South Street in the mid1950s so it must have closed sometime after.
I vaguely remember the Huntley & Palmers factory. My life in
Reading revolved around Caversham where we lived and West Reading
which had family connections for my parents. I was a pupil at Kendrick
School in the early 1950s and I can remember going out onto the
grounds, at the rear of the school, and smelling the delicious scent of
baked biscuits wafting on the breeze. It was a sad blow for Reading
when Huntley & Palmers closed. In their heyday, they employed a
large percentage of the working population and, along with the
departure of Suttons Seeds and Simmonds Brewery, much of Reading's
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manufacturing side then
disappeared. Huntley &
Palmers became part of
Nabisco and were then
bought out by Danone (a
French firm).
I still miss Reading and
have quite a large
collection of Reading
postcards which are to
be donated to Reading
Public Libraries under my will. When I arranged this with them, I did
say that I hoped that it would be some time before that happened!

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
CORAL PRINT

This is my last Chairman's report as Richard has now taken over from me.
I know that he will do a superb job and I wish him well. My thanks go to the
committee who have all done a fantastic job, both individually and
collectively, and I know that they will continue to do so under Richard's
leadership. My six years as Chairman have been a pleasure and I have
enjoyed every minute of it. Now is the time to make way for a younger
person so that the club can continue to flourish as the best Postcard and
Cigarette Card Club around.
Congratulations to Margaret Hussey for winning the Brian Eighteen
Award at the A.G.M. I was lucky enough to win the Phil Blow Trophy for
being the overall winner of the year's One Card Competition. Bryan Clark's
Christmas Quiz was won by Richard Howarth (with Derek Davis a close
second as they were both in a tie-break !). My thanks also to Ken, Margaret,
Frances, and Ann for the superb Christmas party arrangements and to
Jenny for the endless cups of tea / coffee she makes at our meetings.
Perhaps members could make it part of their New Year resolutions to
write an article for our "On the Cards" magazine and to sort-out some
auction Lots from their unwanted cards and ephemera ? It only remains for
me to thank you all, once again, for your help and support over the years.
Thank you, also, for the Life Membership Award which is warmly
appreciated. Keep up the collecting!
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ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
OCT 24

NOV 14

NOV 28

DEC 12

-

-

ATTENDANCES

30

33

26

42

-

-

COMPETITION
WINNERS:CIGARETTE
TRADE
POSTCARD
EPHEMERA

CP
MT
MC
CF

CP
CP
JC
MC

DD
CP
CF
MT

JC
JC
KH
MT

-

-

ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL
DG = DAVID GERKEN KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND JJ = JENNY JERRUM
CF = CHRISTINE FREWIN MC=MIKE COMPTON GA = GEOFF ASHTON
VP/JP = VERA & JOHN PALMER

THE EDITOR CONQUERS HIS TRAIN PHOBIA AT FAWLEY!

IT'S OK JOHN! THE CHOO-CHOO
WON'T BITE !!!

THE MOTLEY CREW WAITING FOR A
MYSTERY TRAIN!

PAGE 14

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR MEMBERS
URGENT REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR: Contributions, however small, are
now urgently required. Articles, reviews, personal reflections, card
discoveries, and local Collector Fair news are always welcome. Please bring
your contributions along to the meetings and pass them onto me, the
Editor, or send them to me via email at: johndevaney222@btinternet.com
Or by post to: JOHN DEVANEY,
10 YELVERTON ROAD,
WHITLEY,
READING, RG2 7SU.
I can also be contacted on 0118 9752553 or by telepathy. Thank you.
CLUB AUCTIONS: CONTACT RICHARD HOWARTH
Telephone: 0118 9794459.
Unwanted collectables are always welcome (20p per Lot to
club members). Contact Richard or bring items to meetings.
Contact Richard or bring along to club meetings. This is an
easy way to sell your postcards; trade cards; cigarette cards;
and assorted ephemera.
FURTHER INFO: CONTACT BRYAN CLARK (Club Secretary) 0118 948 1350.

For further
Reading
Card to
Club
a SAE to:All are warmly
welcome
our details
lively andplease
friendlysend
meetings.
BRYAN CLARK, 14 TOWER CLOSE, EMMER GREEN,
READING, RG4 8UU.
Email: bc975@aol.com
Tel: 0118 948 1350
Or visit our website: www.readingpostcards.com
“On the Cards” is published by Reading & District
Cigarette Card & Postcard Club.

PRINTED BY CAMPBELL PRINTERS OF READING.
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THE 2013 CHRISTMAS PARTY
(PHOTOS BY JOHN 'PHANTOM FLASHER' DEVANEY)

'BIG BOY', THE XMAS TRIFFID, HOLDS-UP THE TRAFFIC !

ME TARZAN!
YOU JANE!!

IT'S THE WAY I TELL 'EM!

HAVE THEY GOT ANY MACAROONS
DEAR ?

RICHARD'S ONE-LEGGED
QUIZ TECHNIQUE!

ANN ON BOTTLE INSPECTION
PATROL!

