ON THE CARDS
READING & DISTRICT CIGARETTE CARD
AND POSTCARD CLUB
ISSUE No. 14 (JAN - MARCH 2015)
FAREWELL TO JENNY !

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR MEMBERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES
MAY YOUR CARDS BRING YOU PLEASURE AND INSIGHT
THE WHOLE YEAR THROUGH
AND MAY THE WARM FELLOWSHIP OF OUR MEETINGS
MAKE YOUR HEARTS GLOW ANEW !

GERMAN GHOST STORY 1928
(ECHTE EINER MARGARINE)
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CHRISTMAS GHOST STORIES
MIKE (CREATURE OF THE NIGHT) COMPTON

THE SEVEN STARS
The ghost of a highwayman haunts The Seven Stars. He
was said to have mounted the stairs on his steed, to steal the
landlord's daughter, but was fatally shot by one of the
employees.
THE BELLS OF OUSLEY
During Henry VIII's Reformation, some bells at nearby
Ousley were held at the monastery. As the building was
under threat of destruction, the monks decided to move the
bells to an island on the Thames near Old Windsor. The
monks transported the bells onto a raft. The raft capsized.
No-one survived. The monks continue to haunt the building.
LADYE PLACE (HURLEY)
A Colonel Rivers-More purchased the house in 1924. The
colonel believed Editha, the sister of Edward The Confessor,
was buried here. In the parish magazine, it is reported that a
man walking his dog one night is believed to have seen a grey
lady walking in the road. Was this the ghost of Editha ?
A monk, named King, had once stolen a box of gems and
cast it down a well at Ladye Place. His restless spirit haunted
the house until the jewels and box were eventually
discovered at the bottom of the well. With that, the ghost of
the sinful monk disappeared forever.

Do I believe in ghosts ?
No, but I'm scared of them!
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MIKE'S FAVOURITE 'HAUNTS' !

BELLS OF OUSLEY

THE SEVEN STARS

LADYE PLACE (HURLEY)
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CLUB NIGHT NEWS
ROY SHEPPARD

The Club’s Quarterly Auction evening was held
at Charvil Village Hall, on 13th November, when
more than 30 members came to bid for the
many Lots of good cigarette cards submitted by
two members of the public. Unfortunately, the
postcard side of the auction was sparse. The
successful members were, however, delighted
with their purchases; likewise, the public
vendors (I'm still chuckling over my boyhood comic book wins - Desperate
Dan Ed). The next Club Auction will be held on January 22nd. If you know of
anyone who has any old cigarette / trade cards, or vintage postcards (pre1950) to sell-off, please ring 0118-9695155 for advice and auction details.
At the Jubilee Hall, Charvil, on 27th November, we saw the return of guest
speaker Mike Cooper. He gave a talk and power point presentation on “The
Changing Army in WW 1”. Mike began by describing how the British Army
was the smallest army in the war, with 80-90,000 soldiers in the British
Expeditionary Force in France and Belgium in August 1914, compared to
Germany and France. These country's armies were mainly conscript soldiers
numbering millions. The B.E.F. was, however, the only professional army to
fight in the war. Its riflemen were highly trained and proficient. The British
Army’s numbers were quickly boosted by the important arrival of the Indian
Army.
Warfare soon settled down into expansive
trench networks stretching from the
Belgium border to the Swiss border, and
huge, intense, artillery bombardments.
Mike described the artillery equipment
available; from the highly mobile field gun
to large howitzers with a range of several
miles. There were also photographs of
massive railway-mounted artillery guns
capable of sending 1,500 pound shells for 15
miles. Smaller arms were also introduced
with the soldier’s hand grenade (a defused
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example was on show! - Duck 'n'
Dive Ed) and automatic,
portable, machine guns.
Gas was used on the
battlefield with the need for
anti-gas protection. Aeroplanes
were used for the first time in
warfare during WW1. Initially,
these were for ‘spotting’ the
enemy’s
movements
and
providing intelligence reports.
By the end of the war, the allied
planes numbered more than
20,000 which vastly exceeded
the German Air Force.
Perhaps the turning point of
the war was the introduction of
the British tanks in 1916. Britain
produced vast numbers of them
whereas the Germans had only a STEREO-PHOTO: 1 LOAD FOR A 12 INCH GUN
few dozen of their own; although they captured and repaired British tanks to
supplement their own meagre supply! Horses were the main means of
transporting vital supplies to the front line throughout the war and their feed
and care was a huge logistical problem in parallel with the soldier’s needs.
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As Mike explained, each topic he touched
on was worth a talk in its own right! Perhaps
we can take him up on that in the future ?
The evening concluded with the traditional
One Card Competition on the topic of
“Uniform” which was followed by the popular
raffle.
The club held their AGM on December 11th
at Charvil Village Hall. A total of 40 members
came along for this popular evening but,
unfortunately, a number of stalwarts could
not make it due to health, holidays, or family
reasons. However, it turned out to be a very
enjoyable festive evening for everyone who
attended (as you can see from Liz's photos).
The President, Ken Hussey, opened the AGM
with a short speech expressing his delight about
what a great, friendly, and welcoming Club it is.
Richard Howarth, the Chairman, reviewed the
highlights of the last year; in particular, the
Annual Dinner in March; the highly successful
and popular Annual Fair and Display Competition
at Reading Rivermead Leisure Centre in June; and
also the sunny August Sunday river boat trip on
the Thames from Caversham to Mapledurham
(highlighted in the last issue). During the year,
there were numerous enjoyable and very
entertaining evenings with Club and guest
speakers. The quarterly auctions were extremely
popular with many Lots being offered by
members of the public.
Treasurer, Roy Sheppard, reported another
successful financial year largely due to the
Annual Fair. The 2015 Fair will be taking place a
week earlier than normal on June 21st 2015 (due
to other events being booked for June 28th and
COME IN No.775
July 5th). Frances Starman was thanked by Roy
YOUR TIME IS UP!
for her valuable and much appreciated work in
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A SEASONAL GATHERING OF THE READING CLUB CARD CLAN!

auditing the accounts.
The Committee were re-elected unopposed by the members.
Presentations were made to Margaret Hussey and Frances Starman for
their work in producing such a lavish Christmas buffet for the evening. They
were ably assisted by Ann Seager who arranged some stunning floral displays
for the tables and assisted with the preparation and presentation of the food.
This issue's 'cover star', Jenny Jerrum, was thanked and given a present for
her dedicated work in providing the evening tea and coffee refreshments at
meetings over the years (She also thanked Christine Frewing, and other
members, for kindly assisting her in this tea-riffic task - One Pun or Two Ed).
This was followed by Derek Blow presenting the Philip Blow Trophy (named
after his Late Father) to Coral
Print for most points won during
the year for the Single Card
Competition held at every
meeting. Coral Print was also
awarded the Brian Eighteen
Award for her efforts and work
behind the scenes which helped
to make the club so successful
(Not forgetting her enthusiastic
article contributions to both "On
the Cards" and "The Card Scene"
- Grateful Ed.).
The AGM concluded promptly
and efficiently to make way for
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the main attraction: The
Christmas Party! It began with a
large festive buffet which
included wine and fruit juices
(and the most important
ingredient ..... lots of good cheer!
Hic !! - With Bells On Ed).
Members were able to test their
knowledge and memory with
Bryan Clark’s traditional 30Photo Quiz of 'Who, What, and
Where' (What about the 'Why' ?
- Philosophical Ed).
Richard
Howarth successfully identified
all 30 pictures correctly to win a
bottle of wine (obviously too
easy this year!!!).
AND THE WINNER OF THE MOST
Finally, the evening concluded
EMBARRASSING CHRISTMAS TIE
with a free raffle in which all
COMPETITION GOES TO ME!
members received a prize (with
everyone a winner!) which brought the evening to a happy end and a
successful conclusion to the Club year.

PSSST! HEY RICHARD, HAVE YOU NOTICED HOW DEATHLY QUIET IT HAS
BEEN SINCE YOU ASKED FOR A VOLUNTEER TO BE CHAIRMAN ?
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JENNY JERRUM: IN GRATITUDE
Thanks to all who were involved in the AGM this year. It was, as usual, a
very slick and quickly run event; all the better to get our hands on the
excellent party food without delay.
These are just a few lines from your retired main "Char Wallah"! I am not
completely disappearing but merely heading for sunnier climes for a while.
After my return in April, I shall be attending less meetings than before mainly
due to my other interest - Classic Motorcycle Scrambling! I obviously indulge
in this as a spectator !!
Thank you for the excellent bottle of wine presented at the AGM. My
thanks also to all those who have helped me to provide refreshments over
the years; including Christine, of course, and David for carrying that box to all
the meetings. Special thanks to Anne and Roy for the biscuits and for
'stepping into the breach' when I have been absent.

READING TOWN HALL : INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION 1865
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A 1957 "GUNSMOKE" RADIO-PROMO POSTCARD
(FOR 'BIG BAD JOHN' CAHILL!)
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USA ARCADE EXHIBIT CARDS

HEY BOYS, HOW DO YOU LIKE MY XMAS STOCKINGS ?

THE LONE RANGER'S FAVOURITE PIN-UP !
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ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
OCT 23

NOV 13

NOV27

DEC 11

ATTENDANCE

?

34

20

40

-

COMPETITION
WINNERS:CIGARETTE
TRADE
POSTCARD
EPHEMERA

?
?
?
?

MC
CP
CP
BR

MC
JC
MC
GW

JC
JC
MC
BC

-

ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL
DG = DAVID GERKEN KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND
JJ = JENNY JERRUM CF = CHRISTINE FREWIN MC=MIKE COMPTON
GA = GEOFF ASHTON VP/JP = VERA & JOHN PALMER
BR = BARBERA REID GA = GARY ARKELL

MIKE TUBB'S PUZZLE CORNER: SPOT THE VICTIM
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

8

22nd JAN: MEMBER'S AUCTION. Competition Theme: SPECIAL (J)

28226FURTHER INFO: CONTACT BRYAN CLARK (Club Secretary) 0118 948 1350.
All are warmly welcome to our lively and friendly meetings.

6thM

1908 'LL' POSTCARD - FOR GEOFF!

2224th

URGENT REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR: Contributions, however small, are
now urgently required. Articles, reviews, personal reflections, card
discoveries, and local Collector Fair news are always welcome. Please bring
your contributions along to the meetings and pass them onto me, the
Editor, or send them to me via email at: johndevaney222@btinternet.com
Or by post to: JOHN DEVANEY,
10 YELVERTON ROAD, WHITLEY,
READING, RG2 7SU.
I can also be contacted on 0118 9752553 or by telepathy. Thank you.
CLUB AUCTIONS: CONTACT RICHARD HOWARTH
Telephone: 0118 9794459.
Unwanted collectables are always welcome (20p per Lot to
club members). Contact Richard or bring items to meetings.
Contact Richard or bring along to club meetings. This is an
easyfurther
way to Reading
sell yourCard
postcards;
trade cards;
cards;
For
Club details
pleasecigarette
send a SAE
to:and
assorted
ephemera.
BRYAN CLARK, 14 TOWER CLOSE, EMMER GREEN,
READING, RG4 8UU.
Email: bc975@aol.com
Tel: 0118 948 1350
Or visit our website: www.readingpostcards.com
“On the Cards” is published by Reading & District
Cigarette Card & Postcard Club.

PRINTED BY CAMPBELL PRINTERS OF READING.
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THE 2014 CHRISTMAS PARTY (PIX BY LIZ)
NO DEFICIT OF CUDDLES FOR
ACCOUNTANT FRANCES
WHILE PETER AMUSES MARGARET WITH
HIS LONG LIST OF XMAS JOKES!

COMPETITION QUEEN
CORAL WINS THE CUP!

MIKE HAS FOUND THE
TRUE 'SPIRIT' OF XMAS!

WISHING YOU ALL GOOD HEALTH & HAPPINESS FOR 2015
JOHN JJ (EDITOR)

