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BRIEF ENCOUNTERS AT FAWLEY 2013!

VISIT TO FAWLEY HILL MUSEUM & RAILWAY
BRYAN CLARK
(PHOTO-ILLUSTRATIONS BY JOHN DEVANEY)
Twenty-one Reading and District Cigarette Card and Postcard Club
members recently visited the private railway line and grounds of The Hon. Sir
William McAlpine in the Chiltern countryside at Fawley, Buckinghamshire.
The park is full of exotic animals and houses a
phenomenal museum. The collection is apparently the
largest, in private hands, in the country and is a mindboggling array of rail related artefacts including signs,
posters, paintings, nameplates, models, and other
memorabilia (Most of the metal advertising signs had a
close association with trade and cigarette cards and
even Singer Sewing Machines had their own special
corner; I thought the battered brass tea-urn deserved a
photo as shown in Illustration No.1. - Green Tea Editor). ILLUSTRATION No.1
The star attraction is undoubtedly the two miles of standard gauge line
which comes up from the valley part of the estate at a staggering 1:13
gradient. The train is No. 31 of a 1913 vintage Hudswell Clarke 0-6 OT Saddle
Tank. It confidently hauled the delighted
passengers in an open wagon and Brake
Van. This remarkable train was delivered
new to Robert McAlpine in 1913, at a cost of
£1485, and was used in the construction of
the original Wembley Stadium in 1923-24 as
well as RAF Boscombe Down in 1944 (The
'star attraction' for me was a Gabrielle Ray
ILLUSTRATION No.2
lookalike advertising a Wingarnis 'cure-all
potion' as shown in Illustration No.2 - Libidinously Revivified Editor).
The station was transported from Somersham (c.1889), near Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire, on the former GER St Ives to March line, and re-erected at
Fawley. Also reconstructed at the Fawley site was a signal box from Snowball
Maltings (MR); Waiting Shelters from Bourne End (GWR) and Thrupston
(LNWR); and a footbridge from Brading on the Isle of Wight. There are also
stone arches, en route, that were removed from Waterloo, in 1991, as part of
the alterations for the Eurostar Station.
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ILLUSTRATION No.3: A PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE STATION APPROACH

The estate is managed by a team of dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers.
Our members were able to experience train rides, tea and refreshments from
the railway station, carousel rides, and soak-up the atmosphere of a bygone
age. There was also a bonus display of some 24 classic Jaguar cars. There
really wasn’t enough time to take it all in! (Illustration No.3)
One lucky member, Barry Frewin,
was fortunate to ride on the
footplate
and
observe
the
operations (I noticed a warning sign
exhibited in the museum which
specifically refers to Barry! I took a
photo for posterity; See Illustration
No.4 - Eagle-Eyed Editor). Barry said
ILLUSTRATION No.4
"the atmosphere standing on the
platform with all the steam, smoke, and activity was like being in 'Brief
Encounter'". He, along with all the other members, had an unforgettable visit
and were most grateful for the rare opportunity to be there.

OH BARRY DARLING ! PLEASE DON'T LET THE FOOTPLATE COME BETWEEN US !!
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RECENT CLUB NEWS
ROY SHEPPARD

The meeting at Charvil Village Hall on August 8th was a well attended
Quarterly Auction consisting of 96 Lots of cigarette and trade cards,
postcards, and paper ephemera. The star Lot of the auction was 75 mainly
photographic postcards of the 1930’s period of coastal Cornwall which was
keenly contested; it eventually sold for £70 to the delight of a local lady who
submitted them for sale.
On September 12th, there was the first meeting of the Autumn/ Winter
programme when the highly entertaining guest speaker was Sheila Kennedy
whose talk was entitled “High Times at Heathrow”. Sheila started work
straight from school at Heathrow Airport in the late 1950s. She recalled the
buildings were mainly a collection of huts! She began work as ground staff
for Pan Am but after a couple of years switched to B.E.A.; which later became
part of British Airways (She adored the tight-fitting uniforms, as did many of
her male admirers, and confessed to wearing them at parties! I suspect she
spiced-up her bedroom activities with them as well - I'm John Fly Me Editor).
Sheila worked as ground reception which included a long and most
enjoyable stint as a customer ‘greeter’. She shared tales of successfully
resolving traveller’s problems (except for the chap who wanted 'intercourse'
on the table which was, unfortunately, not in her job remit! - Kama Sutra
Editor). Some grateful passengers even kept in touch with her, for many years
after, which gave her great satisfaction. It was an evening of hilarious
entertainment. Most of the audience could relate to some of her traveller
experiences but, to cap it all, Sheila confessed that she does NOT like flying
!!! (Her heart flies whenever she thinks of her coy encounter with Gregory
Peck however! - Ticket to Ride Editor With His Pecker Up).

MINI REPORT BY MIKE TUBB FOR 'DEALER EVENING' (27-09-13)

Only 21 in attendance and two of those were visitors. We had some fun,
though, and 'the sellers verses the buyers' were about one-to-one so not
much cash changed hands. Neither Mike Collier or Gary Arkell turned-up so
cash and bank accounts more or less remained in wallets and unharmed!
Derek Hedges had his niece with him, a lot better looking than Derek thank
goodness, so his table had more activity around it from the male members ....
including me ! (Josephine was not amused ! - Marriage Guidance Editor).
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
CORAL PRINT

Well, the summer is over and I look forward to going to more Fairs and buying
cards for my collection. We had a super day at Sir William McAlpine’s Estate and
Railway at Fawley. Thank you, Bryan, for organizing it. I would thoroughly
recommend that, if you haven’t been before, you try to pay a visit. Barry Frewing
certainly enjoyed his footplate experience. I am sure we all got a thrill from the
steam train ride despite all the smoke and smut! We can look forward to another
outing, perhaps on the river, next year.
The Open Forum evening went well with some of the questions answered on
the night; the others will be discussed at the next committee meeting on
Wednesday 6th November. A copy of the Open Forum feedback was put on the
th
entrance table at the successful August 8 Auction evening. More Lots are always
required so please try and sort some out and give them to Richard. The latest
edition of "On the Cards" contains some interesting articles and I am sure John will
welcome more comments, cards, and stories to include in future editions (Yes
please! - Empty In-Tray Editor).
We had a very enthusiastic presentation by Sheila Kennedy with “High Times
at Heathrow”. Listening to her colourful airport stories was very amusing. Having
just got back from Gatwick, I have to say that it wasn’t quite so entertaining!
Unfortunately, I missed Neil Baldry’s talk on "Thames Steamers" which I heard was
very well received. Well done Neil. It will not be long before the A.G.M. is upon us
so if anyone would like to help, or be on the committee, now is the time to come
forward. Keep up the collecting.

MEETING 10th OCTOBER: COMPETITION KERFUFFLE ! (Mike Tubb)

Competition Theme: Gate. Card Section: Trade. Judge: Peter Meyer.
My entry was the only one! Now, I considered that my
entry of a gat(e) was very subtle but Peter just didn't
'get it' even though 'Gator' was written on the card
(See illustration). He thought it was an owl !!!! I
suppose the eyes misled him so, sadly, none of the
keenly anticipated congratulations were forthcoming.
Returning home, I tried to compose a rhyme but got
as far as : An owl and a gator sailed away in beautiful
steam-powered boat .... They took some money and a
raffle ticket wrapped-up in ......? Then I got stuck !!!
(I can only think of 'a stoat'! - Fur-Brained Editor).
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IT’S ALL IN THE (SUR)NAME!
MIKE TUBB

With 'Tubb' being a fairly uncommon (can I
use scarce/rare Ken?) surname, I have,
through my collecting, always kept an eye out
for people with the same surname who have
found fame. I have found a few as follows:(1) Lieut. Frederick H Tubb V.C.: An Australian
who won his honour for conspicuous bravery
ILLUSTRATION at Lone Pine Trenches , Gallipoli on Aug 9th
No.1
1915. Illustration No.1 is from Gallaher Victoria
Cross Heroes (4th Series) Card No.88.

ILLUSTRATION
No.2

(2) Ernest Tubb, nicknamed the 'Texas Troubadour', was
an American singer and songwriter who was one of the
pioneers of country music. Another curious coincidence
is that he also had the same first name as my father.
Illustration No.2 is a postcard image of Ernie

ILLUSTRATION No.3

(3) Dick Tubb: All I have managed to find out about him
is that he was an actor in the 1930s and appeared in two
films entitled "Follow Your Star" and "The Old Curiosity
Shop". Illustration No.3 is a signed postcard of Dick.

(4) Carrie Tubb [Caroline Elizabeth Carrie Tubb].
Born: London, 1876. Died: London, 1976. English
Soprano. Principally known for work in oratorio, etc.,
but sang in Opera ("Elektra", "Hänsel und Gretel",
etc.) at Covent Garden in 1910. Later appeared with
Beecham Company ( not sure what this is but could
be connection with Sir Thomas Beecham). Taught at
Guildhall School of Music & Drama from 1930 for
over 30 years. Illustration No.4 is a postcard portrait
of Carrie.
ILLUSTRATION No.4
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(5) Tubb's Residence. I had
to put this in. I assume
that it is probably Ernest
Tubb’s house but I cannot
find any confirmation on
this (Illustration No.5).
I hope that you find this
of interest. I looked-up
'Devaney' and there are
205,000 entries on the
ILLUSTRATION No.5
internet, compared to
'Tubb' which has 193,000 entries, so maybe our Editor can also find fame in
the name!!

FAWLEY MINI-MONTAGE

PIX BY BRYAN CLARK (Montage by The Editor)
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THE GRAVELEY AIR DISASTER
CORAL PRINT

I recently bought a small
collection of four postcards, with
some newspaper cuttings, showing
the funeral of Captain Patrick
Hamilton and Lieutenant Atholl
Wyness-Stuart. They were the first
1LLUSTRATION No.1
English airmen to be killed while flying a military aircraft, a Deperdussin
Monoplane, while under orders. Illustration No.1 depicts an air-born
silhouette of the plane.
Their plane crashed at Graveley, near Hitchin, in Hertfordshire on 6th
September 1912. They were on manoeuvres and had taken to the air from a
field near Wallingford, shortly after 0600 hours, on a gusty morning. In a
second aircraft was Hamilton’s flight commander Major Brooke Popham.
Although it was not until the 1914-18 war that these early aircraft were
developed into proper fighting machines, the War Office had recognized their
possible usefulness as a means of aerial observation. These were to replace
the balloon and baskets, and man lifting kites, which were deployed during
the Boer War. As their aircraft reached the Hertfordshire border, Brooke
Popham, in his faster bi-plane, broke away to his own reconnaissance area.
That was the last time he saw his two
colleagues alive.
People, working in the fields in
Graveley, detected that something was wrong.
Whether the trouble was due to the engine or
indifferent weather, the plane went round in
two great spiraling sweeps and, descending
continuously, it was as if the pilot was looking
for somewhere to land. At about 400 feet, the
wing crumpled, folded, and fell off and the
plane crashed. Both airmen were killed
instantly. A report of the crash was on the front
page of the "Daily Mirror" the next day.
There were several conflicting eyeILLUSTRATION No.2
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ILLUSTRATION No.3

ILLUSTRATION No.4

witness reports to the accident; one actually said that he saw a body fall from
the plane. Superintendent George Reed, head of the Hitchin Police Division,
confirmed that a large piece of the engine bonnet was found three hundred
yards from the crash site; confirming that it was almost certainly the object
seen falling through the air just prior to the crash. This led some witnesses to
assume, mistakenly, that one of the airmen had fallen out.
The crash investigators found a small length of connecting rod,
fractured at both ends, lying two hundred yards from where most of the
Deperdussin had fallen. At the inquest, the investigators were able to supply
enough evidence for the jury to be satisfied that it was a mechanical fault and
not pilot error or bad flying conditions that had caused the crash. The jury
returned a verdict of accidental death and paid tribute to the valour of the
aviators Patrick Hamilton and Atholl Wyness-Stuart. Sadly, their deaths were
a prelude to a number of disasters of the Royal Flying Corps. A week later,
two more colleagues taking part in the manoeuvres died in a similar crash at
Oxford.
Hundreds of townspeople and villagers turned up for the service at
St. Saviour’s Church where they stood outside and listened to the tributes
and the hymns (Postcard Illustration
No.3). The airmen’s coffins, borne by
comrades of the Royal Flying Corps,
were carried-out to the gun-carriages
(Postcard Illustration No.4). A military
band, playing a funeral lament, led
the cortege to Hitchin railway station
(Postcard Illustration No.5). From
Hitchin, the coffins were taken to
ILLUSTRATION No.5
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different parts of England for private burial.
Captain Hamilton’s, at his mother's request,
was taken to Hythe in Kent. Lieutenant
Wyness-Stuart’s coffin, accompanied by his
young widow, was taken to Wells in Somerset.
A memorial fund was opened and a small
granite obelisk, bearing the names of the
aviators, was erected half-a-mile away from
the crash site on the road between Willian and
Wymondley (Illustration No.6). Captain
Hamilton’s mother laid a wreath of
chrysanthemums upon it.
A Deperdussin Monoplane, still in
operation, is part of the Shuttleworth
ILLUSTRATION No.6
Collection. I have the report of the
Departmental Committee on the Accidents to
Monoplanes, published on the 3rd December 1912, and noticed that one of
the people that inspected the wreckage of both the Graveley and the Oxford
crash was Lieutenant G. de Havilland.
Deperdussin was established in 1910 and built during 1912-13; a
series of very advanced monoplane racers with tulip-wood fuselages. A
Deperdussin was the first aircraft to exceed 100 m.p.h. and Prevost flew one
to win the 1913 Schneider Trophy Race at Monaco. In 1913, Deperdussin was
arrested for embezzlement and the company was taken over by Louis Bleriot.

BAD JOKE CORNER
WARNING: THE LATEST PAINFUL PUN FROM DEREK
(HAVE YOU HEARD THE ONE ABOUT ?) HEDGES HAS
BEEN 'DOING THE ROUNDS'. SOMETHING ABOUT A
LITTLE DUTCH GIRL WITH INFLATABLE CLOGS WHO
..... WAIT FOR IT ! ..... WAS AFRAID OF 'POPPING
HER CLOGS' ! EXCRUCIATING !! THIS POSTCARD IS
ESPECIALLY DEDICATED TO 'DEADLY PUNSTER
DEREK'. AND I THOUGHT THEY COULDN'T GET ANY
WORSE !!?
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MY QUINTON CRAWL

(Re-visited, revived, and re-invigorated!)
CLIFF MADDOCK
According to my records, my previous 'Quinton Crawl' was published in Issue No.
71 of the 'Natter' magazine in
October 2006 - Wow! where
have all those years gone?
With the passing of those years,
I have harboured thoughts of
reducing my vast collection of
cards, both cigarette card and
postcard types, and I have,
therefore, made a conscious
decision not to purchase many
new ones in recent times.
ILLUSTRATION No.1 SALMON PC Ref: *2298
During
June
2013,
an
Torrent Walk at 'Dolgelley'
opportunity arose to re-visit a
well-remembered holiday area of north and mid-Wales. We decided to base our
short stay in the small town of Dolgellau. This choice was largely influenced by
memories of picture postcards of some delightful walks in that area, beloved of the
early Victorian tourists; with the titles of 'Torrent Walk', 'Precipice Walk' and
'Panorama Walk'. As usual, I couldn't remember where I had heard of these walks. I
thought the knowledge may have come from my study of Quinton postcards in my
collection or in tourist guides which I love to read.
So we went to Dolgellau 'un-prepared' which is not a good idea if one is to get
the maximum benefit from a visit. However, a call at the town's Tourist Information
Centre enabled me to purchase a book of local walks and I was delighted to find
'Torrent' and 'Precipice' included therein. 'Panorama' was also included but that
was based on nearby Barmouth.
After a week of hot sun, the weekend of our visit turned cool, with extremely
strong winds, but we duly donned our weatherproofs and boots and followed the
two Dolgellau-based walks; each of which were completely different in character to
the other. The 'Torrent' was a circular walk into a wooded valley with a swiftlyflowing stream cascading through it (See Illustration No.1). We studied the remains
of small industrial activity in the area; an occupation which always provides me
with strong links to past generations of the community.

PAGE 11

By contrast, the 'Precipice'
certainly lived up to its name. After
an inauspicious start, winding past
a small lodge, the path suddenly
began to climb around a knoll. It
then proceeded high along the
edge of an escarpment with the
valley of the Barmouth estuary
falling steeply away. The path
proceeded round two headlands
between which lay a valley (See
Illustration No.2). The wind was
ILLUSTRATION No.2 SALMON PC Ref: *2299
Precipice Walk at 'Dolgelley' (With figures)
exceedingly strong, adding to the
hazards of an uneven and stony pathway, and we had to hold onto our headgear to
avoid its loss. If anything, the conditions were 'risky' if not unsuitable. Fortunately
we found a sheltered spot, behind a small bluff, which gave us a suitable place for
our picnic lunch before tackling the remainder of the walk. Eventually the path
descended and turned inland, however, to return to the starting point situated
around a most picturesque lake now used as a reservoir.
A visit was made to nearby Barmouth but the 'Panorama' walk had to be left
until the opportunity arises for another visit. Returning home, it was not long
before the Quinton postcard album was opened and examined for images of the
'Torrent' and 'Precipice' walks but with no success. The only postcard of relevance
in my collection was of the 'Panorama' walk in Barmouth. So, still being in an elated
state after the pleasant holiday, I decided to try a Google search for 'ARQ Postcards
of Torrent Walk' and, lo-and-behold, up it came straight away as being available
through an eBay seller. And at an extremely attractive 'Buy it Now' price. So I duly
acquired it and followed-it-up with a similar purchase of a 'Precipice' postcard.
Having acquired them, and subsequently doing some manipulation of the filing of
my ARQ cards, I was motivated to 'get organised' and refine and update my
records. I had long-since acquired a copy of Wayne Robbins "Quintessential
Quinton" booklet which lists all-known ARQ cards but I had never studied it until
now. The first thing I realised was that cards were issued with or without an
asterisk in front of their postcard serial numbers. Then there are numerous
variations such as style of dress, inclusion or exclusion of figures, differences in
descriptions, and also different back printings. I am not an avid collector of every
variation and one example of each will usually fulfil my needs.
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I am somewhat besotted with lists and with collecting all items within a
numbered list. So, having entered all my possessions in the listing, I have become
aware of how many gaps remain to be filled. Now the search is on!! Fortunately,
ARQ cards are fairly easily found as most dealers have an ARQ section in their stock
boxes. Prices are also 'fairly reasonable' although of course there are the usual
rarities which command high prices.
The beauty of such a collection is that Quinton's views give me so much pleasure,
in themselves, and they also inform me about different regions of our lovely
countryside. The modest outlay, therefore, is well-spent. I don't get to many events
but if you see me I will probably be heading towards, or away from, a stall offering
Quinton cards!
(Note: The spelling of the name of the town, Dolgellau, was 'anglicised' in Quinton's
day. Hence the different spelling on the cards to that used in modern times).
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ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
AUG 8

SEP 12

SEP 26

OCT 10

-

-

ATTENDANCES

33

30

21

29

-

-

COMPETITION
WINNERS:CIGARETTE
TRADE
POSTCARD
EPHEMERA

JC
JC
MT
MT

CF
JC
MH
BC

No Entry

DD
MT
MC
CF

-

-

MH
MC
MC

ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL
DG = DAVID GERKEN KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND JJ = JENNY JERRUM
CF = CHRISTINE FREWIN MC=MIKE COMPTON GA = GEOFF ASHTON
VP/JP = VERA & JOHN PALMER JT = JOSEPHINE TUBB

A STEP INTO THE PAST

MIKE & JOSEPHINE TUBB AT THE CSGB AGM IN 1991
(WITH DENIS FULBROOK & CARD-COLLECTING CHUMS)
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

8th8 NOV: MEMBER'S AUCTION. Competition Theme: OFFER (C)
14th
(Bidding against Mike Lee is not advisable as he gets very upset!)
28226NOV: SCOTT OF ANTARCTIC - PP (Trevor Cornford). Theme: SNOW (J)
28th
(The wearing of snow-shoes is not compulsory!)
6thMDEC: AGM & XMAS PARTY. Competition Theme: STOCKING (C)
12th
(The wearing of fishnet stockings is not compulsory!)
26th DEC: NO MEETING (Attendance of this non-existent meeting is
considered
to be completely beyond the call of duty and totally insane!)
2224th
9th JAN: BRITISH TRADE ISSUERS - PP (Graham Wright). Theme: BEGIN (C)
(Graham & Digital Showgirl Angela welcome us all into 2014!)
FURTHER INFO: CONTACT BRYAN CLARK (Club Secretary) 0118 948 1350.
All are warmly welcome to our lively and friendly meetings.
(C) = Charvil Hall. (J) =Jubilee Hall. PP = Power Point Presentation.
URGENT REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR: Contributions, however small, are
now urgently required. Articles, reviews, personal reflections, card
discoveries, and local Collector Fair news are always welcome. Please bring
your contributions along to the meetings and pass them onto me, the
Editor, or send them to me via email at: johndevaney222@btinternet.com
Or by post to: JOHN DEVANEY,
10 YELVERTON ROAD,
WHITLEY,
READING, RG2 7SU.
I can also be contacted on 0118 9752553 or by telepathy. Thank you.
CLUB AUCTIONS: CONTACT RICHARD HOWARTH
Telephone: 0118 9794459.
Unwanted collectables are always welcome (20p per Lot to
club members). Contact Richard or bring items to meetings.
Contact Richard or bring along to club meetings. This is an
easy way to sell your postcards; trade cards; cigarette cards;
For further Reading Card Club details please send a SAE to:BRYAN CLARK,and
14 assorted
TOWER ephemera.
CLOSE, EMMER GREEN,
READING, RG4 8UU.
Email: bc975@aol.com
Tel: 0118 948 1350
Or visit our website: www.readingpostcards.com
“On the Cards” is published by Reading & District
Cigarette Card & Postcard Club.

PRINTED BY CAMPBELL PRINTERS OF READING.
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FAWLEY PHOTO-GALLERY
PIX BY CHRISTINE FREWIN

BARRY'S BRIEF ENCOUNTER MOMENT !

VINTAGE CARS ON SHOW

VINTAGE PASSENGERS IN TOW

Mr. McALPINE'S BACK GARDEN !

A TRIP INTO THE PAST

JOHN & ANN CAHILL TRY TO GET COMFORTABLE IN
THE 3rd CLASS CATTLE-CARRIAGE LUXURY SUITE !

