ON THE CARDS

READING & DISTRICT CIGARETTE CARD &
POSTCARD CLUB
ISSUE No.3 (APRIL – JUNE 2012)

THIS ISSUE ‘TAKES THE PROVERBIAL
BISCUIT’ AND GIVES IT A GOOD DUNKING!

EDITORIAL
Welcome to “On the Cards” No.3. The postcard above shows the Sonning
hotel venue for this year’s annual dinner (c.1930); as you can see, aside
from the road markings and traffic lights, the view has not changed over the
intervening years (not so sure about the menu though!).
This issue has a diverse range of articles for you to enjoy and I thank all
those who have taken the time to contribute; particularly Christine, who
shares with us some of her most treasured postcards and who is currently
in search of a new collecting theme (suggestions can be sent to the Editor).
Mike Tubb has ‘come clean’ about his Fairy Soap bubble obsession and his
adoration of the Acorn Stove kitchen beauties. Mike Lee reveals how the
delightful Gaiety Girl, Gertie Millar, once resided in White Waltham as a
local celebrity. Roy has given us a wartime insight into Holyport and has
given an excellent review of Ann Armstrong’s Land Army Girl presentation.
Ann’s jiving pet cockerel, however, deserves a mention!
Highlights to watch out for during the coming months include Richard’s
British Seaside Piers (will he reveal ‘what the butler saw’ I wonder?);
Curiosities in the Chilterns (Part Two); and Neil’s Bayko. See you all there!
.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
CORAL PRINT
This year got off to a great start with Graham
Wright’s brilliant presentation of ‘British Trade Card
Issuers’. There are some fantastic cards out there and
it is marvelous to see them. Many thanks to Graham,
Beverly, and Angela. The Club Auction went very well
(although there were a few unsold lots). Don’t forget
to dig out your unwanted material as we always
want items for future auctions.
The annual fair will soon be upon us and we are
more or less fully booked on the dealer front (with
some on the waiting list). It is shaping up to be
another grand event. Don’t forget, you haven’t much
time to get your competition entry done. Please have
a go as I am sure that you will enjoy it and, who
knows, you might win (along with the prize money).
If you wish to help on the day, please let me know.
My thanks to John Devaney who is doing an excellent job with the new
“On the Cards” magazine. Please try and write an article, no matter how
large or small, on your favourite cards or, in fact, anything that might be of
interest to us all. It is your magazine and we have a wealth of talent in our
club so let us show the collecting world what can be done. Good hunting
for those elusive cards.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM DAVID GERKEN
Inside the small Savings Bank
bought at the Club Auction
recently were 3 old pennies:
Edward VII 1902 and 1904
George V 1912
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IT’S A MYSTERY
ROY SHEPPARD

Holyport (near Bray and Maidenhead)
was the unlikely, and now largely
unknown, location for a Prisoner of War
Camp for captured German Officers in
WW1. It was a large house and grounds
called
“Philberds”
which
was,
presumably, requisitioned? It housed 100
officers and 40 other ranks to act as their
batmen. They actually dug an escape
tunnel which was very near completion,
and was close to the perimeter fence, but
the
Camp
Commander
became
suspicious. He got workmen in to
supposedly lay some drains and they discovered the tunnel.
Postcards from the
Holyport Camp are very
rare to find. In 35 years of
collecting postcards, I
have only come across
three and managed to
buy one. They have all
been
sourced
from
overseas dealers. The
postcard above has been
drawn by one of the
prisoners, H. Hofmann, to celebrate Christmas and the New Year in 1915;
note the barbed wire framing the card!! Another card, sadly only a copy, is
one for the 1916 festive season by a different prisoner artist. The third
postcard was a small poor quality photo of the house sent by a senior
officer who was later transferred to Canada.
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As can be seen in the
illustration, the postal
cancellation mark, on the
back of the illustrated
postcard, is an oval circle
with the words inscribed:
‘Holyport - Officers Prisoner
of War - PC 1’. The card
message only gives his
name (no army number)
and the camp address, and
was sent to the ‘Schmidt family, Sternstrasse 91, Hamburg, Germany’.
In Holyport, there is a pub which, at that time, was called ‘The Eagle’.
When the Germans were marched through the village they would all salute
the pub sign and cheer so the name was changed to ‘The Belgian Arms’ as a
direct snub to the Germans. It still bears that name today.
‘Philberds’ was so badly treated and trashed by the Germans that it had
to be demolished in 1919.
AFTERWORD: If any readers can throw any more light on the Holyport
Camp (preferably with cards they wish to sell!), I would be delighted to hear
from them.

A SPECIAL PERSONAL DEDICATION
BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED GOOD
HEALTH GO TO DEREK HEDGES WHO
HAS NOT BEEN WELL RECENTLY BUT
WHO HAS UNDERGONE A SUCCESSFUL
OPERATION TO PUT THINGS RIGHT.
THESE GOOD TIME ‘GUINEA GOLD
GALS’, STRUMMING A MERRY TUNE,
ARE ESPECIALLY DEDICATED TO YOU
DEREK! GREAT TO HAVE YOU BACK.
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TUBBIAN DELIGHTS : THE N.K. FAIRBANK COMPANY

I have recently purchased five cards produced by
The N.K. Fairbank Company, in conjunction with
Fairy Soap, which is now owned by Proctor &
Gamble. Unusually, for many Trade Cards from the
U.S., they are numbered and I have numbers 12,
13, 14, 15 & 17. There are different narratives and
advertising on the backs of each card. On two of
these cards, Fairy Soap is recommended by various
prominent ladies from the U.S.; including a Mrs
Elizabeth Cady Stanton who is entitled "The Grand
Old Woman of America" (maybe she wasn't a lady
after all!).
What I now wish to do is find out how many cards are in this series and
exactly when they were issued. In exchange for five Fairy Soap wrappers,
one could obtain a large print of whichever picture you required or a set of
six dainty Fairy Dolls.
As per usual with new card
acquisitions, when one starts delving
into the history of the company one
finds out much more which leads the
collector down other paths. I have
already succeeded in obtaining
another Fairbank card with 'Pigs as
People' being the subject matter.
Watch this space..................................
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RECENT CLUB NEWS
ROY SHEPPARD
The meeting held at St Patrick’s Hall, Charvil, on February 23rd was a
Display Board Competition based on any theme beginning with the letter
“G” (with a maximum of 6 cards or items permitted per entry). The entries
were of a high, and innovative, standard and the evening was enjoyed by
all. The winners, who each received a bottle of wine, were:POSTCARDS: ROY SHEPARD with “WW1 German Military Cards”.
CIGARETTE/TRADE CARDS: JOHN CAHILL with “Girls, Girls, Girls”.
MIXED CLASS: MARGARET HUSSEY with “Gordon Highlanders”.
EPHEMERA: JOHN CAHILL with “Golden Queen”.
The guest speaker on March 8th, at Charvil
Village Hall, was Ann Armstrong who
reminisced about her two and a half years in
the Women’s Land Army, during WW2, before
being invalided out due to severe repetitive
strain injury caused by hand milking cows!
Ann went from the Blitz of London to a
training college in Sussex; where she chose to
specialise in Dairy Farming. After completing
the course, she was sent to a farm near
Chippenham in Wiltshire. Her boss was a
rather grumpy farmer who had no time for
‘college people’.
Ann’s gruelling 6-day week started at
5.00am, breakfast at 8.00am, with lunch at
1.00pm, and work was supposed to finish at 6.00pm but, particularly at
harvest time, work carried on till it grew dark. It was only recently that Ann
discovered that these hours were illegal. At harvest time, she earned an
extra one shilling per evening (5p in today’s money!!). All the time that she
worked on the farm (she lodged in the village at £1.00 per week) she never
encountered any other Land Army girl or received a visit from the officebased supervisors in Gloucester. When she requested replacement clothing
and footwear, which was soon worn-out, she was turned down as ‘there
was a war on’!
PAGE 7

There were many lighter and enjoyable times as well which Ann recalled.
When she was invalided out, she had to return her threadbare items and
pay her own fare back to London. She was forced to ‘hitch’ part of the way.
Following three months of successful treatment at a London hospital, Ann
joined the ATS (which is the subject of another talk!). The members hung
on to her every word and felt that they had been transported down to the
farm with her.
EDITORIAL COMMENT: Ann revealed to us the real ‘muck, sweat, and
thorns’ story behind the prettified chocolate box propaganda of working on
the land as exemplified in ILLUSTRATION No.1. Her love for the animals was
evident in her ‘beyond-the-call-of-duty’ protectiveness of the herd. It was a
revelation to hear of the hardships she endured during her solitary labours
on the farm. The lack of hygiene, safe working practices, and adequate
clothing obviously compounded this hardship ….. but, with grit and
uncomplaining fortitude, she survived to tell the tale. Her lonely Land Girl
struggles make her, in my eyes, a true wartime heroine. Illustration Nos.2-4
are a selection of postcards from the ‘nostalgia’ reprint series and depict
some of the Land Army Girls in action from the 1940s.

ILLUSTRATION No.1

ILLUSTRATION No.2

ILLUSTRATION No.3

ILLUSTRATION No.4
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MIKE TUBBS PUZZLE PAGE
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ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
JAN 12

JAN 26

FEB 9

FEB 23

MAR 8

-

ATTENDANCES

33

35

23

28

28

-

COMPETITION
WINNERS:CIGARETTE
TRADE
POSTCARD
EPHEMERA

LP
JJ
MT
JC

MC
CP
MT
MC

BC
JC
CP
BW

KH
KH
MC
KH

GW
KH
PH
TH

-

ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL JD = JOHN JJ
KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND JJ = JENNY JERRUM LP = LYN PALMER
MC = MIKE COMPTON BW = BEVERLY WRIGHT PH = PAMELA HARWOOD
TH = TEX HARWOOD

A SURREAL DREAMLIKE VISION FROM THE POSTCARD TWILIGHT ZONE!
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OUR VERY OWN GAIETY GIRL
MIKE LEE

Gertie Miller was a prominent star of many musical comedies at
the Gaiety Theatre in the Strand in London’s West End. She spent
many years at her home in Paley Street (in the Berkshire village of
White Waltham) where she lived, at the Manor House, employing
many of the villagers as gardeners and housekeepers.
Gertie was born in Bradford in 1879. Her first theatrical role was as
a babe in the 1892 Manchester production of “Babes in the Wood”.
Several years later, she was spotted by Lionel Monckton singing one
of his songs and he subsequently gave her a part in “The Toreador” at
the Gaiety Theatre which ran for several months.
In 1902, Gertie and Lionel were married but Gertie continued
acting in many shows until 1918. Her husband died in 1923. She later
married the 2nd Earl of Dudley after which she left Paley Street. Her
second husband died in 1937. Gertie died in Surrey, at Cluddingford,
on April 25th 1952.
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GAIETY GIRL OF THE MONTH

GABRIELLE RAY 1906

HOW DO I GET A NEW CARD-COLLECTING THEME
BACK INTO MY LIFE ?
CHRISTINE FREWING

I started collecting over
20 years ago after
purchasing a card of the
church in which I was
married (see illustration).
This treasured card of
Cookham Church was the
first postcard I had
actually acquired; lifechanging not only in
regard to my married life
but also to my collecting habits. This one postcard eventually led me on to
looking at postcards around and in the same area of Cookham at fetes,
antique fairs, etc. I then, subsequently, joined the Reading Card Club and
began collecting in earnest. I took up the theme of topographical cards. As
my collection grew, I sold and exchanged cards of less importance to me
later on.
Along the way, as I went looking through the many boxes at card fairs, I
developed a keen interest in Kings and Queens by Raphael Tuck; a large set
which includes two King Edward VII. These are lovely cards which I still
treasure (see Back Page Gallery presentation). Two interesting variations of
this series, with Shakespearean quotes, are shown on the following page.
I have also started, but not finished, collecting rural scenes (which I have
now given up). Recently, I have started to collect cards on the theme of
Charles Dickens. It is hard-going trying to find these but I enjoy the
challenge! There are many variations. So far, the ones I have found are,
again, by Raphael Tuck (the ‘Oilette’ series).
Just over a year ago, I decided to sell-off part of my topographical
collection. Collecting these has become, as for many of us postcard
collectors, difficult financially. It can be hard to pay a reasonable price for
just an ordinary card; especially with ebay coming on to the scene and
pushing-up prices. We all get tempted, of course, and I enjoy ‘the thrill of
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the chase’! I, too, have occasionally paid an
exorbitant price for a desired card.
Where do I go from here? As cards featuring my old
favoured collecting themes become scarce or
financially out-of-reach, this has left a significant gap
for me to fill. I am now in search of a new collecting
theme. Can any member assist me or offer some
advice in this quest to expand my collecting horizons?
EDITORIAL NOTE: I think the important thing is to
choose a theme which holds an abiding fascination
for you and which will give you both pleasure and
inspirational insight. The nature of such insight can
be factual, imaginative, or personal or, as is often the
case, a mixture of the three. The beauty of card
collecting is that it encompasses so many facets of
history, the arts, and society in general that you are,
in fact, spoilt for choice. You may need to be a bit
more impulsive and just go for what ‘grabs you’! The
Editor’s Couch is available for therapy sessions (to
unleash the hidden collector within!) if required. Can
other members be of assistance here to Christine? It
can be rather lonely being on the ‘side-lines’ with
nothing to collect!?

MIKE TUBB RECOMMENDS THE ‘ACORN STOVE’ VICTORIAN
TRADE CARD BEAUTIES!
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FUTURE MEETINGS FOR 2012
th
12
M th APRIL (Ch): MEMBERS AUCTION (Competition Theme: Magic)
26 APRIL (SP): BRITISH SEASIDE PIERS by Richard Howarth (Theme: Rock)
12th MAY (Ch): CURIOSITIES IN THE CHILTERNS II by Alan Copeland
(Theme: Surprise)
th
24
MAY (SP): THE STORY OF BAYKO by Neil Baldry (Theme: Make)
2224th
14th JUNE (Ch): OLD BATH ROAD MAIL by Tony King (Theme: Coach)
28th JUNE (SP): MEMBERS GENERAL DEALING (Theme: Find)

NOTE: SP= St. PATRICK’S HALL and Ch= CHARVIL VILLAGE HALL.
FURTHER INFO: CONTACT BRYAN CLARK (Club Secretary) 0118 948 1350.
All are warmly welcome to our lively and friendly meetings.
URGENT REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR: Contributions, however small, are
now urgently required. Articles, reviews, personal reflections, and local
Collector Fair news are very welcome; as well as your own thoughts and
impressions on the club and the hobby. Have you made any exciting card
discoveries recently or have you a favourite theme you would like to share
with your fellow members? This magazine can facilitate such sharing and
can, ideally, help to bring us closer together as a club. Please bring your
contributions along to the meetings and pass them onto me, the Editor, or
send them to me via email at: johndevaney222@btinternet.com
I can be contacted on 0118 9752553 or by telepathy. Thank you.
CLUB AUCTIONS: CONTACT RICHARD HOWARTH
Telephone: 0118 9794459.
Unwanted collectables are always welcome (20p per Lot to
club members). Contact Richard or bring items to meetings.
Contact Richard or bring along to club meetings. This is an
easy way to sell your postcards; trade cards; cigarette cards;
For further Reading Card Club details please send a SAE to:BRYAN CLARK,and
14 assorted
TOWER ephemera.
CLOSE, EMMER GREEN,
READING, RG4 8UU.
Email: bc975@aol.com
Tel: 0118 948 1350
Or visit our website: www.readingpostcards.com
“On the Cards” is published by Reading & District
Cigarette Card & Postcard Club.
PRINTED BY CAMPBELL PRINTERS OF READING.
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DIAMOND JUBILEE GALLERY: KINGS & QUEENS
(RAPHAEL TUCK)

FROM THE COLLECTION OF CHRISTINE FREWING

